Enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli (ETEC) is very commonly a cause of acute watery diarrhea in infants and young children in Bangladesh (2). Although organisms of this type are known to be spread through food and water contaminated by feces, limited information is available on climatic factors or the presence of ETEC in surface waters (ponds, rivers, and lakes) that are used for drinking, washing, cooking, and bathing in developing countries (3). This is in contrast to the extensive efforts that have been put forth to characterize the presence of Vibrio cholerae in the aquatic environment (4).
icol, ciprofloxacin, norfloxacin, neomycin, mecillinam, gentamicin, or ceftriaxone.
To fingerprint the ETEC strains, we used pulsed-field gel electrophoresis, with Xba1-digested chromosomal DNA and plasmid profiling (5) . Neither the PFGE nor the plasmid profile showed any relationship with the CF type, toxin phenotype, or antibiotic resistance pattern.
In summary, our study shows that ETEC is highly prevalent in surface waters in both rural and urban areas in Bangladesh. Furthermore, these environmental strains of ETEC had characteristics similar to ETEC found in patients with diarrhea in Bangladesh (2). ETEC-contaminated surface water may be a frequent source of infection causing acute watery diarrhea and a possible reason for the endemicity of this pathogen in Bangladesh. Further studies are in progress to better understand the ecology and survival of ETEC in the environment. 
